
 

Pregnant Women to be Included in Partial Restoration of Adult Dental Benefits! 
 
April 9, 2014 
 
It is MCHA’s great pleasure to report DHCS’ announcement on April 7 that women enrolled in pregnancy-
only Medi-Cal will have the adult dental benefits that are being partially restored to the Medi-Cal 
program starting May 1 (Denti-Cal Bulletin Vol 29, #14).   These include coverage for fillings, full sets of dentures 
(partials are NOT covered); and root canals, to be added to the benefits already provided to pregnant 
women of exams, cleanings and gum treatment.  It is key to note that gum treatment is an EXISTING benefit 
for pregnant women, as it is one of the important benefits not being restored to most adults. 
 
Research shows that dental disease is linked to premature births and, therefore, low birthweight births, 
which, combined, are the second leading cause of infant death in the United States. Preterm deliveries also 
put the mother’s health at risk.  Dental services during pregnancy are both necessary and safe, according to 
the American College of Obstetricians-Gynecologists and the American Dental Association. 
 
It’s been a long struggle.   
 
Adult Medi-Cal recipients had full dental coverage for over 40 years, before the state eliminated non-
emergency adult dental benefits in 2009.  However, women with pregnancy-only Medi-Cal had no dental 
coverage at all until the state started adding some very basic preventive dental benefits for them in 2001, 
when DHCS finally agreed to provide at least dental cleanings and some other basic preventive services to 
women in pregnancy-only Medi-Cal.   
 
These limited dental benefits were preserved for pregnant women after Medi-Cal dropped non-emergency 
dental benefits for adults in 2009.   MCHA worked to have DHCS adopt the broadest possible list of 
preventive dental benefits for pregnant women.  We also pressed for inclusion of all medically necessary 
dental care under the federal rule that “pregnancy-related” care means not only “routine” prenatal care 
and labor and delivery services, but also services for “other conditions [than pregnancy] that might 
complicate the pregnancy.”1   In an important building-block victory for consumers, this rule was adopted 
by Medi-Cal—but, unfortunately, wrapped in so much red tape that it has been nearly impossible to 
implement. 
 
The Legislature partially restored Medi-Cal’s adult dental benefits in 2013, for implementation May 1, 2014.  
In late February of this year, we learned that the partial restoration would not apply to women in 
pregnancy-only Medi-Cal; instead, the women would only receive the basic preventive dental benefits 
previously adopted.  MCHA pressed hard for including the women in the partial adult restoration, not only 
under the long-standing, broad federal definition of “pregnancy-related care”, but also under recent federal 
guidance which we helped to get issued on implementing the Affordable Care Act in Medi-Cal.   Finally, on 
April 7, the public announcement came that ALL pregnant women would be included in the partial 
restoration of Medi-Cal’s adult dental benefits.  
Our work, of course, is not over.  We must monitor the May 1 implementation of the partial restoration 
AND work with all of you for full restoration of and better access to Medi-Cal’s adult dental benefits, 
including for pregnant women. 
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Beginning May 1, 2014 certain adult dental benefits will be restored in accordance with Assembly 

Bill 82 (AB 82). The restored services are listed below, with full descriptions of these procedures 

found in Section 5 “Manual of Criteria and Schedule of Maximum Allowances” of the Provider 

Handbook. 

 

 

Note: These services are not a benefit for beneficiaries 21 and over until the May 1, 2014 

implementation date. 

Procedure Description 

D0150 Comprehensive oral evaluation - new or established patient 

D0210 Intraoral - complete series (including bitewings) 

D0220 Intraoral - periapical first film 

D0230 Intraoral - periapical each additional film 

D0270 Bitewing - single film 

D0272 Bitewings - two films 

D0274 Bitewings - four films 

D0330 Panoramic film 

D0350 Oral/Facial photographic images 

http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB82&search_keywords=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140AB82&search_keywords=
http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov/provsrvcs/manuals/sec5/Section_5.pdf
http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov/WSI/Prov.jsp?fname=Seminar_Schedule
http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov/WSI/Prov.jsp?fname=Seminar_Schedule
http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov/WSI/Prov.jsp?fname=DC_enroll_outreach
http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov/WSI/Prov.jsp?fname=DC_enroll_outreach


 

 

 

 

Procedure Description 

D1110 Prophylaxis - adult 

D1204 Topical application of fluoride - adult 

D1206 Topical fluoride varnish; therapeutic application for moderate to high caries risk patients - adult 21 and over 

Procedure Description 

D2140 Amalgam - one surface, primary or permanent 

D2150 Amalgam - two surfaces, primary or permanent 

D2160 Amalgam - three surfaces, primary or permanent 

D2161 Amalgam - four or more surfaces, primary or permanent 

D2330 Resin-based composite - one surface, anterior 

D2331 Resin-based composite - two surfaces, anterior 

D2332 Resin-based composite - three surfaces, anterior 

D2335 Resin-based composite - four or more surfaces or involving incisal angle (anterior) 

D2390 Resin-based composite crown, anterior 

D2391 Resin-based composite - one surface, posterior 

D2392 Resin-based composite - two surfaces, posterior 

D2393 Resin-based composite - three surfaces, posterior 

D2394 Resin-based composite - four or more surfaces, posterior 

D2931 Prefabricated stainless steel crown - permanent tooth 

D2932 Prefabricated resin crown 

D2933 Prefabricated stainless steel crown with resin window 

D2952 Post and core in addition to crown, indirectly fabricated 

D2954 Prefabricated post and core in addition to crown 

Procedure Description 

D3310 Endodontic therapy, anterior tooth (excluding final restoration) 

D3346 Retreatment of previous root canal therapy - anterior 



 

Please check the Denti-Cal website for future updates and clarifications. For question, please call the Customer Service Line at  

1-800-423-0507. 

Procedure Description 

D5110 Complete denture - maxillary 

D5120 Complete denture - mandibular 

D5130 Immediate denture - maxillary 

D5140 Immediate denture - mandibular 

D5410 Adjust complete denture - maxillary 

D5411 Adjust complete denture - mandibular 

D5510 Repair broken complete denture base 

D5520 Replace missing or broken teeth - complete denture (each tooth) 

D5610 Repair resin denture base 

D5730 Reline complete maxillary denture (chairside) 

D5731 Reline complete mandibular denture (chairside) 

D5750 Reline complete maxillary denture (laboratory) 

D5751 Reline complete mandibular denture (laboratory) 

D5850 Tissue conditioning, maxillary 

D5851 Tissue conditioning, mandibular 

D5860 Overdenture - complete, by report 

http://www.denti-cal.ca.gov

